Cancer and the potential place for growth hormone receptor antagonist therapy.
Pegvisomant is a recombinant protein, structurally similar to natural human growth hormone (GH), which is capable of binding to the GH receptor as a competitive antagonist. As well as being evaluated for the treatment of acromegaly, pegvisomant is being investigated as a possible antineoplastic agent, initially in mice. So far, in vitro efficacy against meningioma and in vivo efficacy against colon and breast cancer cell lines have been examined.